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Harris,—Rorippa sessiliflora 
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1859 hearing the notation, “A weed in garden and seen there for 

many years past.” Tlie specimen had been given various 

identifications, all obviously wrong. Taking it to the Gray 

Herbarium I narrowed it down to Rorippa and with tlie aid of 

Dr. Reed Rollins finally matched it with R. sessiliflora (Nutt.) 

Hitch., a plant of the South and West. While made nearly a 

century ago this still appeal's to be the only New England 

collection of the speci(‘s.—S tuart K. Harris, 
i)i;rr. of iuolooy, ho.sto.v u.n'ivkrsity. 


A New ('olor Form of Solidaoo semrervire.ns.— Solidago 
sempervirens L., forma cilrea Harris, forma nov. Ad formam 
typicam similis, sed fiorilius pallidc citrinis. Like the typical 
form but the florets pale lemon yellow. 

Any botanist finding this conspicuous color form growing with 
normal plants near the parking lot of the ('rane Beach Reserva¬ 
tion in Ipswich, Esse.x (’ounty, Massachusetts, where it is now 
abundant, would have no reason to suspect that it was not nativi^ 
to the area. However, this i.s not th(‘ cas(‘, the original source 
was in a difTerent county. 

A single plant of the color form was noticed in a colony of 
normal plants growing on open ground in Winthrop, Suffolk 
County, Massachusetts by Mr. Francis Wade in 1942. He dug 
the plant and moved it to his garden in Stoneham, Middlesex 
County, where it prfispered and Mr. Wade divided it annually. 
When he moved to Ipswich, he took the clones with him and 
continued to divide them until he now has a considerable number. 
Seedlings coming up r(*.sembl(‘d the panmt plant. Mr. Wade 
tluMi gatlnaed seed in his garden and scattered it on various 
ar(*as about Ipswich wIkmc the typical form was growing. In a 
number of these areas the n(*w form seems to be well estal)lish(Hl 
and its pale yellow heads contrast sharply with the deep yellow 
heads of the normal plants. More recently Mr. Wade has 
scattered seeds of the color form along the sides of the highway 
between Newburyport and Plum Island but to dat(^ none of 
these plants have flowered. 

Mr. Wade brought m(‘ material of the new form in Septemlier 
of 1954 and I showed it to Dr. Reed Rollins of the Gray Her¬ 
barium. Suspecting that the plants might be polyploids because 
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of the hoad sizo and tliickiKvss of tlui l(*av{\s, ho liad Miss Ann 
Morrill make a ovtolofrioal study of the material. Th(‘ polhm 
proved to lx* normal and th(‘ chromosome numlxu' was normal 
for the spi'cies. 

Material Sliidi«‘d: Massacliuscf(s, l']sst‘.\ County: from clom* ot orifj;inal 
plant, jjardcii of krancis Wade, Ipswich, .S’. K. Ihirris 4 Octoix'r 

11).^)7 (tyim; in on; isotypc' in nkho); KJU'dtm. Ipswich, Francis Wade 20 
Sc|)t(‘ml)('r 10.a4 (nkhc); ix'ar parkinf? lot of Cnuu' licacli R(‘S(“rvafion, 
Ipswich, .S'. K. Ilairim IAS72, 27 S(>p1<“ml)(‘r 1057 (.\i;ne)- S'rr.Mrr K. 

IIahhis, ho.s'I'on iiNivKHsrrv. 


h]voia!’rio.N of Flowkking I’l.ants. —Accordiiif? to le}f<Mid, tin' Ostrich, 
when frightemed, biirit's its head in the sand, aj>parently ri'a.soninf; that 
what caniKtt he s('cn or Ix'ard has no n'ality. In lunnan .affairs tins is 
tIx* sort of attitude that continually harks hack to the “}^ood old days," 
forf?ettinf>: the open sewers, the t.ainted meat, aiul the little children 
choking with Diphtlx'ria. Xe(all('ss to .say, there shouhl be no tolerance*, 
in Sci('nc(‘, of Ostrich r<*asoning. In Hiolojfy, tlx* iticrease of factual 
kmewk'dge, in both the obsc'fvational and e,\p(“rim(*ntal fields, of late* 
ve'ars, ha'< be‘en trnlv re'enarkable*. In many eaise's, howeve*r, the*ore‘tical 
consielerations have ix)t ke‘pt pae*e with the im‘re*a.se in factual elata, with 
the unfortunate* r(*sult that .some biol(»jJ:ists persist in trying tee .s(|uare the 
nxtelern corpus of kix)wle*elge with the*e)rie*s that we‘re^ nexx* too happily 
e*ontrive‘el fifty e»r oiu* hmxlre'el ye'ars ago. lnele‘e*d, pe*rhaj)s the most 
se*ri<nis elefie*ie*ncy in e*onte'mporary bieeleegy is the* absenea* of a se)bcr, 
imjeartial, e*ne*ye‘lope*elic, e'valuation anel e’orrelation of the* fae*ts available* 
in the* fie'lels e)f ge‘tu'tie*s, ccoleegy, e’eemparative* me)rphe)|e)gy, aixl taxone)my. 

A sheert time age) there* was publi.she*el a be)ok e*ntitle*el "Fe*ature*s eef 
Fveelutieeii in the* Fle)wering Plants."' The authe)r is Honalel (5e)oel, a 
we*ll kne»wn phyte)gee)graphe*r, anel Pre)fe‘s.se)r eef He)tany at the University 
e.f Hull (haiglauel), Ou first glane*e*, the be)e)k m;ike*s an e.\tre*me*ly geeeeel 
impre.ssie)!!, fe»r it is simply anel cle*arlv writte'ii, aixl re*ple*te* with e*,\ample*s 
anel tastefully preKlue*e*d illustratieeiis. .\ se*e*e»nel leeeek, he)we*ve*r, she»ws 
that the* beeeek is fifty ye*ars exit eef elate*. The* autheir has chee.sen tei igixere* 
mee.st e)f the* me»ele*rn elata eif taxeuieimy, ceunparative* me>rphe)le)gy, anel 
ge*ne*tii*s. In deiing se), he* has neit eenly elenie*el himself the* answers tee 


many eef his epmstions (or at le*ast what answe*rs may be avaih 


, but 


he* has alse> ele*nie*el him.se*lf the* elata ne*e*e*.ssary tee frame* his eiue*stie»ns 

me*aningfully. 

As a plant ge'eigrapher, the autlxu- se*e*ms tee have* i)ie*ke*el up a nexleling 
aceiuaintane*e* with a gre*at varie*ty eef spe*e*ie*s eef Heiwering plants—and with 
a number e)f curre*ntly uui)e)])ular hype)the*se*s abeiut the me*chanism of 
e'veelutiein. Unfortunate*Iy, it fre*epie*ntly appe*ars that he eie>e*s rx»t have 


' Lon^iiians, Clreen C'o., Loiiiion an<i Nuw York, lyr)!!, ;U) 








